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Berkshire Regional Planning Commission Executive Director

TO: Rene Wood, Town of Sheffield

CC: Highway Department, Town of Sheffield
FROM: Anuja Koirala, Principal Transportation Planner
DATE: October 24, 2021

RE: 2021 Traffic Count Data on Polikoff Road, Sheffield at Connecticut State Line

Summary of Average Daily Traffic and Speed Data

Location: Polikoff Road, Sheffield at Connecticut State Line

An automated traffic counter was placed on Polikoff Road, 70 ft North of Connecticut State Line to
capture the number of vehicles traveling and their speed. Traffic count tubes were placed on Tuesday,
August 17 and removed on Friday, August 20, 2021. Two full days of traffic data was captured. Below are
the summary of Average Daily Traffic (ADT) and the speed data at the traffic count location. Attached
tables are traffic volume data, vehicle classification data, and speed data by time of the day for
northbound, southbound and both directions combined.

Average Daily Traffic

Adjusted ADT = 411 vehicles (Adjusted using the seasonal factor)
Percentage Trucks = 11.9% (Including buses and vehicles with 2 axle 6 tire and higher)

The percentage of trucks on Polikoff Road is 11.9%, which is high for a rural local road.

Speed Data
Definitions of speed data analysis terminology:

95 Percentile Speed: The speed at or below which 95 percent of vehicles passing the point are
traveling.

85 Percentile Speed: The speed at or below which 85 percent of the vehicles passing the point are
traveling. 85th percentile speed is the principal value used for establishing speed controls.

50 Percentile Speed: The speed at or below which 50 percent of the vehicles passing the point are
traveling.

Pace Speed: The ten-mph speed range containing the greatest number of vehicles.

Mean Speed: The average speed.

§
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Summary:

Speed Data Northbound Southbound Both Directions
95t percentile Speed 34 MPH 36 MPH 35 MPH
85 Percentile Speed 30 MPH 33 MPH 32 MPH
50 Percentile Speed 25 MPH 28 MPH 27 MPH
10 MPH Pace Speed 21 -30 MPH 24 -33 MPH 21-30MPH
Mean Speed (Average) 25 MPH 28 MPH 26 MPH

The posted speed limit is 35 MPH where the speed count data was coliected on Polikoff Road, 70 feet to
the north of Connecticut State Line. The functional classification of this road is a rural local road, and it

connects to Clayton/ Canaan Road in Connecticut.

Based upon the speed data, which was collected, the 85th percentile speeds were 30 MPH northbound,
33 MPH southbound and 32 MPH for both directions. Within the traffic engineering realm, the 85th
percentile speed serves to gauge the appropriateness of a posted speed limit. A significant difference or
deviation from the 85th percentile indicates the potential needed for further evaluation and study of

conditions that may be contributing to higher speeds.

The 85th percentile speeds heading northbound and southbound on the Polikoff Road are below the
posted speed limit of 35 MPH. This indicates there is no speed problem with respect to both
northbound and southbound travel on Polikoff Road in Sheffield, MA.
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